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the Law of the Sea Treaty, but once again the Senate did not ratify it.44 By 
contrast, presidential nominations must be acted on in a session (which lasts 
a year or less) or they die, and as Senate Rule XXXI states, they must “again 
be made to the Senate by the President.”

Relatively noncontroversial legislation in the House comes up under 
suspension of the rules procedure or by unanimous consent. Specific days 
of the month are designated for consideration of legislation on the Private 
Calendar. The Senate has no comparable procedures. Formal Senate rules 
for calling up legislation—both controversial and noncontroversial—are 
cumbersome and consequently are generally ignored. One of these rules, 
for example, requires a daily calendar call, with measures brought up and 
debated in the order in which they appear on the calendar. An example of 
the Senate Calendar of Business for Wednesday, January 7, 2015, is shown 
in Figure 6.2. Were the Senate to follow that rule, it would lose virtually all 
flexibility in processing its workload.45

At the start of each day, the majority leader often presents an overview 
of the Senate’s floor agenda for that day, an example of which appears in 
Box 6.2. Similarly, the majority leader, or a designee, announces the pro-
gram for the next day or subsequent days at the conclusion of the daily 
session. Periodically, the leader indicates what the legislative agenda looks 
like for longer periods. Senators are kept informed of the legislative pro-
gram through a variety of means, such as weekly whip notices (issued more 
frequently and as needed by each party) listing the measures likely to be 
considered during the week. The Senate’s whip notices are less detailed than 
those of the House because Senate rules limit predictability in scheduling. 
Like the House, the Senate has electronic ways to keep senators apprised of 
the floor schedule and changes to it. 

BOX 6.2  Setting the Daily Schedule

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, today the Senate will debate the motion 
to proceed to S. 1, a bill to approve the Keystone XL Pipeline, with the time 
equally divided until 5:30 p.m. At 5:30 p.m. we will have a cloture vote on 
the motion to proceed to this bipartisan jobs and infrastructure bill. If all time 
is used the Senate will begin consideration of the bill at midnight tomorrow 
night. Once cloture has been invoked, it is my hope that Chairman Murkowski 
can work with Senator Cantwell to yield back time, get on the bill during the 
day tomorrow, and begin to process amendments under the regular order.

The Senate will be out of session on Wednesday and Thursday of this week 
to accommodate our respective conference retreats. We will return for consid-
eration of the Keystone bill on Friday, and Senators should be working with 
the bill managers to get their amendments in the queue.

Source: Congressional Record, January 12, 2015, S133.


